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Welcome to this little introduction on how to give technical presentations. | hope you will find it useful.

The presentation is meant for relative beginners even though eveseasonedpresenters may find
something new in it. Naturally, we don't touch all topics and some only superficially. But once you are
aware of some basic ideas you can start a spiral of self improvement.

Note that none of thebasic ideas inthese slidesare novel or invented by me Rather they are extracted
from a set of excellent books listed at the very end.
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Principle: Contrast

If objects are meant to look different make them really different
Rule for fonts: change at least two attributes (here: weight and size)
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Principle: Alignment
Center alignment looks usually weak (and unsophisticated), if in doubt align left
Most elements on a page should be aligned to something

Here on the title page we already see two principles in action.

Alignment is particularly important; it gives structure and order to a slide (or any graphical design).
Interestingly, center aligment usually looks weak and unsophisticated. As a basic rule | suggest that you
align left if in doubt (also applies to tables BTW). Try it! Beyond that try to align most elements on a slide to
something else.

Contrast means that if two elements are meant to look different, make them really different. For example,
look at the title and my name. The fonts differ in both weight and size which makes it look visually
appealing. Try the same with only size or only weight changed; it will look worse. As a general rule,
contrast in fonts is achieved by changing at least two attributes among weight, size, color, and font type.
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“Do not speak unless you can improve the silence”

Chinese proverb

| like this proverb and it fits well. Applied to the topic of this presentation | want to motivate you to strive
for quality.

The photo is from istockphoto.com. The color for the text is extracted from the brighter parts of this photo
using Photoshop's color picker (useful trick).

The slide also goes along with one of my major rulestart your talk with an interesting slide  and
certainly avoid a text slide.

Unfortunately, all slides in the remaining talk will look worse than thisone.J
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Why do we Care about Presentations?

m In contrast to a paper or other technical writing, you
present your work and yourself

m People remember good presentations:
= Good content
= Well presented
" Well-designed slides

m Many of my colleagues and I put a lot of effort into each
presentation, and at the beginning of a career it’s even
more important

What’s wrong here?

Here is a couple of bullets expressing theaotivation for this talk. The text seems reasonable enough but
there are somevisual shortcomings.Can you tell?
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Here, the shortcomings are listed. Note how we violated to some extent the principles from the beginning:
alignment and contrast. Let's fix these.
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