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Abstract

Semi-insulating Polycrystalline Silicon (SIPOS) films were deposited on SIO /Si, 8i, and sapphire
substrates by the chemical vapor deposition of silane and nitrous oxide at atmospheric and low
pressures. X-ray diffraction was used to identify the phases present, and to study structural properties
like grain size and strain as a function of the flow rate ratio, y = [N, 0}/ [SiH,].,Both APCVD and LPCVD
films contained af least four phases : polycrystalline siligon (grain SIze > 300 A) microcrystalline silicon
(grain size 15-25 A), amorphous silicon (grain size < 9 A, and an additional phase, as yet unidentified,
termed 5 O . The Si(222) reflection was observed, which is forbidden for crystalline silicon. SIPOS
deposned on sapphire appeared to have a different structure than that deposited on SlO /Si ar on Si.
Grain size decreased with increasing y. As-deposited films were either unstrained or in compressnon
No major structural differences were observed between APCVD and LPCVD films. On annealing at 550 -
750 © C, the Si_ O phase and amorphous silicon disappeared. The intensity of the forbidden Si(222)
reflection decreased with increasing annealing temperature. No grain growth was observed on
annealing. Strain changed from compressive to tensile on annealing. The texture of the films was
investigated by the pole figure technique and was found to be different for films deposited on sapphire
substrates as compared to films deposited on SiO,/Si. The texture also depended strongly on the value
of y. A structural model was proposed to explain the origin of the forbidden Si(222) refiection. Major
contributions are that this is the first observation of the Si(222) reflection and the SixOy phase.
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Figure 1-1: From[Aoki 76]. Electrical shielding of the silicon surface. SIPOS films are
superior to conventional SnO passivating layers since they can completely
protect the underlying smcon surface from the influence of external electric
fields (the screening length is as short as 3 nm [Hamasaki 77]) and equally
passivate both n*-p and p*-n junctions since they have no fixed charges
[Mochizuki 76b], [Hamasaki 77]. Interface states between the SIPOS film and
the silicon substrate inhibit the formation of an inversion layer in the surface
region of both n- and p-type silicon substrates even under strong electric fields
[Aoki 75].

Aoki et al. [Aoki 76] reported that SIPOS-passivated p-n junction diodes had higher
breakdown voltages than planar diodes of the same structure.

Comizzoli et al. [Comizzoli 86] reported that using SIPOS films as resistive field shields
prevented surface ion-induced breakdown since the resistive SIPOS film
terminated electric field lines induced by the surface ions, thus preventing
increased field concentration in the silicon.

Figure 1-2: From [Matsushita 76a]. Potential distribution in the depletion region of a p*-n
diode passivated by SIPOS. The surface electric field of the substrate is
-modulated and relaxed, thus increasing the breakdown voltage.

The slight conductivity of the SIPOS film allows the flow of an ohmic leakage current.
Since the resistivity of the SIPOS film is uniform in the lateral direction, this
ohmic leakage current makes the field at the silicon surface more uniform, thus
relieving the surface electric fleld and providing a field-shield effect for the
passivated surfaces.

However, the conductivity of the SIPOS film is low enough that this leakage current
through the SIPOS film is lower than the bulk leakage current of the p-n junction
at the silicon surface [Tarng 78, Mimura 85].

The high density of localized states pins the Fermi level near midgap resutlting in good
electrical screening {[Hamasaki 77], [Matsushita 80]. In addition, SIPOS films are
almost neutral electrically, and thus, do not modify junchon space-charge
regions.

Figure 1-3: From[Matsushita 76a]. Planar-like pnp transistor with field-limiting rings
passivated by an oxygen-doped SIPOS/nitrogen-doped SIPOS/SiO2 triple layer.
Matsushita et al. [Matsushita 76a] used triple passivation layers consisting of
oxygen-doped SIPOS of 0.5 pm thickness with 20 a/0 oxygen to stabilize the

. silicon interface, nitrogen-doped SIPOS of 0.15 um thickness with 52 a/o
nitrogen to prevent water or sodium ions from reaching the silicon surface, and 1
um silicon dioxide films to prevent dielectric breakdown of the SIPOS films under
very high-voltage operation. Mimura et al. [Mimura 85] reported that a high-
voltage planar transistor with a SiO,-SIPOS- SiO passivation multilayer had a
lower leakage surface generation current, a h:gher hpe , and a higher BV CBO than
it did with conventional passivation schemes. MOChIZUkI et al. [Mochizuki

- 76a] reported that the applied voltage required to influence the silicon surface

was about 100 voits higher when SIPOS/S:O passivation was used than when .

conventnonal S|O passivation was used alone
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Figure 1-4:

Structure of SIPOS

From [Ya;naguchi 78]. Field threshold voltages as a function of SIPOS film
thickness for both p- and n-channel MOS devices.. Field threshold voltages were
extremely high compared to those of conventional MOS for both p- and n-
channel devices. They were almost independent of SIPOS film thickness and
were larger for p-channel dgvices than for n-channel devices. The shield length
is approx1mately 200-300 A They postulated that the high density (10 10"
cm™) of trapping centers at the SIO /SIPOS interface was responsible for the
high field threshold voltages. -

Matsushita et al. [Matsushita 76b] and Mochizuki et al. [Mochizuki 76a] reported that

Figure 1-5:

Figure 1-6:
Figure 1-7:

Figure 1-8:

Figure 1-9:

Figure 1-10:

Figure 1-11:

Figure 1-12:

Figure 1-13:

SIPOS/SIO passivation resulted in high and stable parasitic threshold voltages
in both n- and p-channel MOSFETs of low gate threshold voltage. Mochizuki et
al. [Mochizuki 76a] reported that the threshold voltages of metal-oxide-SIPOS-
silicon (MO{SI}S) FETs were greater than the drain breakdown voltages, about
50 V for both p-channel and n-channel.

From [Aoki 76] and [Yamaguchi 78].. Due to the superior passivating properties
of SIPOS, CMOS ICs can be fabricated without channel-stopper diffusion regions
even for high-voltage operation [Aoki 75, Yamaguchi 78].

From [Yamaguchi 78].- The packing density of CMOS-ICs is increased by more
than 50 % by eliminating the channel-stopper diffusion regions.

From [Yamaguchi 78]. High-voltage NMOS using SIPOS to passivate the source,
drain, and drift layers. ‘The gate region is an oxidized SIPOS film.

From [Aoki 76]. SIPOS-passivated devices can be packaged in much smaller
packages due to their better passivation. SIPOS-passivated MOS ICs can be
packaged in inexpensive molded epoxy resin instead of expensive metal-ceramic
packages due to their better passivation [Matsushita 76b, Mochizuki 76a, Aoki
76]. When a high voltage rating is required but a high dissipation rating is not,

-only a dip coating need be used, which eliminates expensive packaging and

reduces the final size. SIPOS-passivated transistors packaged in molded epoxy
have shown high reliability under large applied voltages, high temperatures, and

‘high humidity [Aoki 76].

From [Goodman 79]. Refractive mdex of as-grown SIO vs. X. Goodman et al.

reported that the optical properties of as-grown SiO were similar to those of

hydrogenated amorphous silicon, particularly for small x.
From [Yablonovitch 85a]. Model for the metallurgical configuration of the
SIPOS-Si heterojunction. Electron conduction is thought to proceed via the
microcrystalline silicon grains which protrude into the thin interfacial oxide
layer.
From [Aoki 76]. Reverse current of p*-n junctions as a function of oxygen
concentration of the SIPOS film. The reverse current drastically decreased
with increasing oxygen content.
From [Matsushita 76a]. Reverse leakage currents of p*-n diodes passnvated by
SIPOS as a function of oxygen concentration of SIPOS. The reverse leakage
currents decrease with increasing oxygen concentration up to 8 a/0 oxygen
but remain constant thereafter in spite of the increased resistivity of SIPOS.
This indicates that iricorporating more than 15 a/0 oxygen does not further
decrease the density of surface generation centers. Matsushita et al.
[Matsushita 76b] reported that the common-emitter current gain, hFE’
increased with increasing oxygen concentration indicating that oxygen atoms
reduced the density of interface states between the SIPOS film and the silicon
substrate.
From [Yamaguchi 78]. Leakage current as a function of gate-bias voltage for
various oxygen concentrations. Increasing oxygen concentration decreases
leakage current. They also found leakage current to be independent of SIPOS
film thickness.
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Figure 1-14: From [Matsushita 76a].  Junction breakdown voltages of p*-n diodes

Figure 1-15:

passivated by SIPOS as a function of oxygen concentration of SIPOS. The
junction breakdown voltages decrease with increasing oxygen concentration

up to 8 a/o oxygen but remain constant thereafter. When oxygen -

concentration increases beyond 8 a/o, the increased resistivity of SIPOS
lessens the field relaxation effect.

From [Ni 81]. "Shell" model of annealed SIPOS proposed by Ni and Arnold.
Each Si grain is surrounded by an 3102 layer even at low oxygen contents, so
that Si grains are always isolated from each other. The oxygen concentration in
SIPOS greatly exceeds its solubility limit in silicon, so that excess oxygen
segregates outside the grains when silicon crystallites begin to form during
annealing. - Hence, oxygen in SIPOS exists mainly in the form of SiO2
surrounding each Si grain. They related the thickness 8 of the SiO, layer
separating two adjacent Si grains to the atomic fraction of oxygen x by:

8=d(l-vg,) ™" =1l

1 sziOZMSi 1 3
—=1+ \"—"‘)
Vsio PsiMsio X 2

where d is the avefage size of the Si grains, Vg0 the volume fraction of SiO,, and p

Figure 1-16:

and M are density and molecular weight respectively.

From [Yamaguchi 78]. TEM and electron-diffraction results indicated that as-
deposited films grown at 650 ® C were amorphous. -They became
polycrystalline with a grain size of 5-10 nm on annealing at 1000 ° C for 20 min.

Wong et al. [Wong 86] reported that SIPOS films containing ~ 30 a/o oxygen were

Figure 1-17:
Figure 1-18:

FiQure 1-19:

Figure 1-20:

Figure 1-21:

amorphous when deposited at 625 ° C. Upon annealing at 900 ° C in N,, for 30 .

min, silicon crystallites &~ 10 nm in size appeared throughout the SIPOS film.
Diffraction patterns of the annealed SIPOS film showed that the silicon
microcrystallites were surrounded by an amorphous matrix.

From [Hamasaki 78].  Mosaic mode! of SIPOS proposed by Hamasaki et al.
From [Verstegen 85] Hydrogen concentration of LPCVD SIPOS films
deposited at 600 ° C as a function of y. For [N O]/[SiH 1< 0.2, the hydrogen
concentration was low, but it increased rapidiy at [NQO]/[SIH4] = 04. It
increased up to 8.5 a/0 with increasing [N20]/[S|H I for [N,01/[SiH,] < 0.5 and
saturated at 8.5 a/o for [N,O]/[SiH,] > 0.5.

From [Verstegen 85]. Hydrogen concentration of LPCVD, SIPOS films as a
function of deposition temperature, for y = 0.3. The hydrogen concentration
remained constant at 1 a/o for deposition temperatures ranging from 565 to
590 ° C but increased rapidly for deposition temperatures above 590 ° C.

From [Knolle 80b]. [H]/[Si] concentration ratio vs. [0]/[Si] concentration
ratio. Knolle et al. [Knolle 80b] reported that the amount of hydrogen ranged
from less than 0.1 a/o H for annealed LPCVD films to 11 a/0 H for LPCVD films
of higher oxygen content. LPCVD films with higher oxygen contents contained
additional non-bonded hydrogen atoms. For APCVD films, the hydrogen
content was directly proportional to the oxygen content and was uniformly
distributed with depth.

From [Verstegen 85]. [H]/[Si] concentration ratio of LPCVD SIPOS films
deposited at 600 ° C as a function of [O]/[Si] concentration ratio. Verstegen et
al. [Verstegen 85] concluded that hydrogen concentration was largely
controlled by oxygen incorporation in the LPCVD SIPOS film, and not by gas
phase composition .- They concluded that the number of Si-H
bonds increased with increasing oxygen concentration, with the Si-H bonds
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