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Patents are central to any business plan 
involving advanced technology, yet 
engineering students are often lacking in 
knowledge of the patent system.  I mean 
for this talk to correct this situation and 
inform students and others of some of the 
practical aspects of the US patent system.  
I will cover the origins of patents and 
copyrights, and go into the “how to” of 
inventing something, disclosing it, and 
obtaining a patent.  I’ll cover the rights of 
the inventors and the owners.   I’ll use 
historical patents from aircraft and radio 
to illustrate examples of patent 
infringement and invalidation.  I will take 
a critical look at how the system works 
now, including issues of what exactly is 
patentable: can you patent software?  A 
business model?  What does it cost?  What 
are the incentives for corporations, 
individuals, and universities? What are 
commercial ventures and venture 
capitalists looking for?  What should you 
do with your hot idea? 

PPAATTEENNTTSS::  TTHHEE  GGOOOODD,,  
TTHHEE  BBAADD  AANNDD  TTHHEE  UUGGLLYY 
AA  CCRRIITTIICCAALL  LLOOOOKK  AATT  IINNTTEELLLLEECCTTUUAALL  
PPRROOPPEERRTTYY  IINN  TTHHEE  UUNNIITTEEDD  SSTTAATTEESS  
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